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EH Programs 

Consumer Protection  

• Food 

• Public Pools 

• Jails/Holding Cells 

• Body Art 

• Small Water Systems 

Environmental Protection 

• Solid Waste/LEA* 

• Waste Tire 

• Medical Waste 

• Review and comment on planning 

documents 

• Well/Soil Boring 

Construction/Destruction 

• On-site Wastewater Treatment 

System Construction 

 

 



Highlighted Issues 

Consumer Protection  

• Food facility placarding 

• Changing face of food 

production 

– Gourmet food trucks 

– Cottage food 

– Community producer/gleaner 

– Pop-up restaurants 

– App/web sales- home-made 

food 

• Medical marijuana 

Environmental Protection 

• Illegal dumping/hauling and 

transfer stations 

• On-site wastewater treatment 

system new ordinance and 

regulations 

• Drought and future water well 

construction permits 

 

• Small water system oversight 

changes/drought 

 

 

 



On-site Wastewater Treatment 
Systems (OWTS) 

• For locations where sewer 

connection is not an option 

 

• Design needs to ensure the 

effluent is “clean” before it 

gets into groundwater or 

surface water 

 

• Need separation from water 

well(s) 



On-site Wastewater  
Treatment Systems (OWTS) 

• EH oversight role for a new OWTS: 

– Review of OWTS plans before construction 

– On-site inspection at various stages of construction 

– On-going oversight of alternative OWTS 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

• EH involved in approval of minor subdivisions needing OWTS, additions 

and changes to structure that might involve larger capacity OWTS, proper 

destruction of systems 



On-site Wastewater Treatment 
Systems (OWTS)- Changes 

• Counties on timeline to meet AB885 regulations 

• Current ordinance and regulations worked as 

shown by the lack of impaired dinking water 

bodies due to OWTS-related pollutants 

• Current ordinance and regulations meet the new 

standards under AB885 

• Proposing changes in new ordinance to streamline 

and update it given new technology and science 



Drinking Water Reservoirs 



Wells and Soil Boring 

• Improperly constructed, altered, maintained, or destroyed 

wells can facilitate the degradation of ground water quality 

• Permanently inactive or "abandoned" wells that have not 

been properly destroyed pose a serious threat to water 

quality 

– Surface contamination 

– Between aquifer 

– Well construction 

 

 

 



Wells and Soil Boring 

• EH oversees proper destruction of water wells and 

types of soil borings 

• EH oversees design,  

 construction,  

 and testing of wells  

 encountering water 

– Horizontal location 

– Proper sealing 

– Adequate water quantity (domestic, public) 

– Meets bacteriological water quality standards at 

construction 

 



Water Well Construction 
Applications (Total) 



Well Construction  
Applications by Type  



Public Water Systems in 
Contra Costa County 

 
• EH serves as state oversight: 

– federally-defined small water systems (15-199 connections) 

– state small water systems in the county (5-14 connections) 

• EH oversees county-defined small water systems (2-4 

connections) 

• EH oversight role: 

– Operations including water quality 

– New or sales of small water systems 

• Need to meet Technical, Managerial, and Financial 



Type of System 
Number of 

Systems 

Approximate 

Population Served 

Community     

Very Large (>100,000) 3 550,000 

Large (10,001-100,000) 6 222,925 

Medium (3,301-10,000) 0 0 

Small (501-3,300) 0 0 

Very Small (>15 connections, 0-500) 31 4,643 

State Small (5-14 connections) 14 200 

Local Small (2-4 connections) 27 150 

Non-Community     

Non-Transient 15 3,650 

Transient 51 4,057 

Grouping of the Systems % Systems 

Approximate 

Population 

Served 

% 

Population 

Larger Water Systems (>3,300) 6.2 772,925 ~99.54 

Smaller Water Systems (<3,301) 93.8 4,993 ~0.46 

Public Water Systems in 
Contra Costa County 



Environmental Health  
and the Drought 

• Technical assistance to small water systems and private 

well owners 

• Assisting with state’s survey of private well owners with 

water quantity issues 

• If needed, could require hydrology studies looking at water 

quantity impacts before approving a well or subdivision 

 

• Participating in discussions with other stakeholders about 

state identified priority water basins 



Areas with private wells that historically have had 

water supply concerns 













Environmental Health  
Contact Information 

Marilyn C Underwood 

Marilyn.Underwood@hsd.cccounty.us 

 

Jocelyn Habal, Assistant Director 

Jocelyn.Habal@hsd.cccounty.us 

 

Kristian Lucas, Supervising EHS 

Kristian.Lucas@hsd.cccounty.us 

 

925-692-2500 
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